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B & D Independence Inc.  Limited Warranty 
 
B&D Independence Inc. (B&D) has one of the most comprehensive service warranties in the industry. The B&D warranty, 
outlined herein, covers its Transfer Seat Bases to be free from defects in material and workmanship for a period of two 
years on parts and one year limited labor from the date the product is placed in service in the original vehicle.  
 
This Limited Warranty is effective when: 

o The Transfer Seat Base has been installed in accordance with the B&D Installation Guidelines. 
o A certified mobility dealer performs the installation. 
o The Warranty Registration Card is filled out and on file at B&D.   
o The Transfer Seat Base is placed in service within 6 months from date of manufacture. 

 
The Warranty Registration Card must be completely filled out and in the possession of B&D within 30 days after installation.  
If the Warranty Registration Card is not returned to B&D, the warranty will revert to 1 year from the date the Transfer Seat 
Base shipped from our factory.  
 
B&D will repair or replace, at B&D’s option, any factory installed part that is found to be defective. This is the sole and 
exclusive customer remedy and shall be limited to such repair or replacement. Labor charges for the repair and/or 
replacement of warranty parts, will be reimbursed to the authorized B&D Dealer as per the B&D Limited Labor 
Reimbursement Schedule during the first year. Pre-authorization is required for labor charges prior to parts being sent.  
 
Warranty Claims for parts must be submitted to B&D during the warranty period. B&D will not reimburse the cost of 
replacement parts, nor the labor, if the replacement parts are obtained from a source other than from B&D. The B&D Limited 
Warranty will not apply to defective parts or workmanship caused by misuse, abuse, modification, alteration, neglect, 
improper installation, operator error, or collision. 
 
Warranty replacement parts will be sent from B&D to the servicing dealer via Fed-Ex Ground at no charge. If the servicing 
dealer requests an expedited shipping method, the servicing dealer will be billed for the difference between the expedited & 
ground shipping charges.   
 
B&D Limited Warranty is NOT transferable and applies to the original purchaser only.  This Limited Warranty excludes 
incidental or consequential damages, towing charges, rental vehicles, travel expenses, or any other expenses associated 
either directly or indirectly due to loss of use or defective parts covered under warranty. General maintenance and 
adjustments are not included in the B&D Limited Warranty.  B&D will not be responsible for any damages due to use of its 
products.  
 
The B&D Limited Warranty extends to our products that are installed in transportation vehicles only. Any other use of any of 
the products manufactured by B&D, other than as specified above, is not authorized by B&D and all warranties will be null 
and void.  Entities that use and/or install a B&D transfer seat base in an unauthorized manner will do so at their own risk. 
 
The above warranty states the entire liability of B&D with respect to the products it manufactures. There are no other 
warranties either expressed or implied. B&D reserves the right to make design changes to improve its products without 
obligation to update or retrofit existing products in service. 

Dealer Warranty Claim/Replacement Parts Program 
1. The following procedure applies to Warranty Parts needed for Transfer Seat Bases covered by the B&D 

Independence Limited Warranty.  
2. B&D does not sell or ship parts to anyone other than an Authorized B&D Independence Sales & Service Dealerships. 
3. Please have the Transfer Seat Base Serial Number, description of the problem and the parts required. 
4. Obtain a Return Material Authorization (RMA) Number from B&D Independence. 
5. Warranty replacement parts will be sent from B&D to the servicing dealer via Fed-Ex Ground at no charge.  If 

expedited, shipping charges will be at the dealers expense. 
6. B&D may require that the defective parts to be returned for credit.  
7. When the defective part is ready for pickup, please call B&D and we will arrange for pickup and further instructions. 

Parts sent to B&D freight-collect or COD will be refused.  Returned warranty parts that are unused may be subject to 
a 20% restocking fee. 

8. IF DEFECTIVE PART IS NOT RETURNED TO B&D WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE ORIGINAL INVOICE DATE, THE 
WARRANTY CLAIM WILL BE DEEMED ABANDONED AND NO CREDIT WILL BE ISSUED. 
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Precautions and Warnings 
Throughout these installation instructions, you will find several safety precautions highlighted for easy 
identification. Please familiarize yourself with these symbols and be sure to read through each carefully. 
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Installation Guide 
 
1.)  Prepare the Transfer Seat Base 

Un-box the transfer seat base and, using two people, set the transfer seat base onto a work table. 
2.) Attach Switch Box 

Using the two ¼”-20 Hex Head Bolts  located on the B&D Top Plate, mount the switch box  to the 
underside of the Top Plate; rotate switch box to ensure cable loop is not kinked. The second set of 
mounting holes on the switch box bracket is to position the switch box closer to the seat if desired.  

 
 
3.) Remove Seat & Pedestal from Van 

Unplug the conversion company’s wiring harness from the vehicle. Remove the original seat and the 
conversion company removable base from the vehicle. 

4.) Remove Pedestal from Seat 
Unbolt the factory seat and pedestal (if applicable) as 1 unit from the conversion company removable 
pedestal; keep the nuts. 

5.) Mount Seat onto Transfer Seat Base 
a.) Transfer seat bases are designed to be used with the factory seats. If after-market seats are used, 

adjustments may be required in order to attach the seat to the base. 
b.) The “Additional Vehicle Tips” section located on page 9 of these instructions details any specific 

considerations necessary for mounting the seat onto the transfer seat base. 
c.) Do NOT completely tighten the seat to the transfer seat base until you have completed step 6.) 

Wiring Harness Installation.  
6.) Wiring Harness Installation 

a.) It is recommended that the harness from the factory seat be routed between the factory seat 
pedestal and the transfer seat base top plate on the door side. Spacers (supplied by B&D) may be 
needed to gain sufficient clearance for the wire. 

b.) If possible, route and secure the wiring harness from the factory seat in such a manner that the 
wires are not stretched or pulled throughout the entire range of motion. 

c.) If extensions are necessary, it is recommended to contact the conversion company. B&D 
Independence does not manufacture or supply wiring harness extensions. 

d.)  B&D recommends reconnecting every wire going to the factory seat. Failure to do so may cause 
the vehicle safety systems to not operate properly and warning lights will remain lighted on the 
dash.  

  
e.)  ½” tall spacer blocks provided with the L51 and L53 series seat base allow clearance between the 

factory seat, swivel gear, and the wiring harness. Remove these spacer blocks if not necessary. 
 
 
 

Figure 1.3



Septe

7.) 

 
 
8.)  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

mber 2010 

Install T
a.) Set

orie
b.)  Un

tha
c.)  Ho

tra
fur

d.) Bol
i.) 
ii.) 

iii.)
iv.)

v.) 

Apply Po
a.) In 
 Ass
 the

b.) In 
 the
 gro
c.) Rou
d.) Cri
e.) Con
 pos
 and
f.) The
 cha
g.) The

Transfer S
t the B&D ba
entation.  
bolt the 6” h

at the hooks 
oks are not 
nsfer seat b
ther installat
lt the 6” hoo

The thr
The hoo

. No
through

) Verify t
) Hand ti

Tighten
not ma
Tighten

ower and
the vehicle e
sembly to th
e vehicle cha

the vehicle e
e dash. Inser
ommet behin
ute the red 
mp the yello
nnect the re
ssible, cover
d make sure
e black 18 g
assis ground
e Power Tra

Seat Base
ase, with the

hooks  fr
are installed
required (or
ase, see the
tion help. 
oks  in th
reads of the 
ok rests on t
ote that the 
h the hole. 
the front dog
ghten the to

n one additio
king contact

n the bottom

d Ground 
engine comp

he battery te
assis.  

engine comp
rt the end of
nd the dash.
10 gauge wi
ow insulated
ed 10 gauge 
r the red 10 
e wire is rout
gauge ground
d using any e
nsfer Seat B

e & Seat i
e factory sea

rom the Hoo
d upside dow
r supplied) fo
e bolt-in sect

he Hook Mou
hook should
top of the do
rear of the 

gbone hook 
op nut u
onal full turn
t with the Ho

m nut  up

to Transf
partment, at
erminal. Rout

partment, lo
f the red 10 
 
ire from beh
 female spad
wire to the 
gauge wire 
ted out of th
d wire is loc
existing scre
Base is ready

F

into Vehic
at attached, 

ok Mounting 
wn for shipp
or bases des
tion of the “A

unting Brack
d point upwa
ogbone with
base may ne

is located tig
ntil it touche

n only with a
ook Mountin
p against the

fer Seat B
ttach the ring
te and secur

cate a wiring
gauge wire 

hind the dash
de connecto
wire at the f
from under 

he way of fee
ated at the f

ew installed i
y to operate 

Figure 1.4

cle (SEE: 
into the veh

Brackets loc
ping purpose
signed to bo
Additional Ve

kets as follow
ard and forw
h the “stub” 
eed to be lift

ght against t
es the top su
 wrench. Ca
g Bracket w

e back side o

Base 
g terminal o
re the red 10

g grommet o
(without a w

h to the fron
or (provided)
front of the 
the dash to 
et. 
front of the 
into the chas
at this time

Figure 1
hicle using F

cated on the
es only.  
olt to the floo
ehicle Tips” 

ws: 
ward at abou
end of the h

fted slightly t

the front dog
urface of the
aution: be su
when tighteni
of the Hook 

of the Power 
0 gauge wire

 
on the firew
wiring termi

nt of the Pow
) to the end 
Power Trans
the base wi

slide rails. A
ssis. 

e. 

.4) 
igure 1.4 as

e slide rails. 

or. If installin
located on p

ut a 60° ang
hook below t
to allow the 

gbone .
e Hook Moun
ure the botto
ing the top n
Mounting Br

Supply Wiri
e with the fu

wall that lead
nal) through

wer Transfer
of the red 1
sfer Seat Ba
ith convolute

Attach the rin

Page

s a guide for 

Please note 

ng a bolt-in 
page 9 for 

le. 
the dogbone
threads to g

nting Bracke
om nut 
nut. 
racket. 

 

ing Harness 
use holder to

s behind 
h the 

r Seat Base.
10 gauge wir
ase. If 
ed tubing, 

ng terminal t

e 7 
 

e 
go 

et. 
is 

o 

re. 

to 



Septe

9.) 

10.) 
 

 

11.) 

12.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
13.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mber 2010 

Check F
Run the Tr
and that th
Adjust t
a.) The
 sea
b.) If y
 nee
 on 
 unt
 sec
Adjust t
The Adjust
base, read
a.) Ru
b.)  Det
c.) Loo
d.) Slid
e.) Tig
Adjust t
a.) Loo
b.) Adj
c.) Ma
 the
d.) Rem
e.)  Car
 the
f.) Car
g.) Ins

Final In
A final che
involving t
items to ch
harness ex
surfaces th
functions o

Fit & Func
ransfer Seat
he wiring ha
the Swive
e Adjustable
at is position
you want the
ed to re-set 
the  #10-32
til the desire
cure. 
the Footre
table Comfo

dy for vertica
n the Transf
tach the act
osen all four
de footrest a
ghten all fou
the Footre
osen all four
just the foot

ark and cut t
e bottom of t
move the fo
rpet the actu
e cover can r
rpet the foot
stall ABS Sea

stallation
eck of the en
the transfer 
heck (but no
xtension doe
hat are sharp
of the factor

ction of Se
 Base throug

arness does n
el Gear St
e Swivel Gea
ned squarely
e seat angle
the swivel g

2 flat-head ca
ed angle is a

est –Hori
ort Safe Foot
al and horizo
fer Seat Base
tuator cover.
r ¼” – 20 UN
angles all the
r ¼” – 20 U
est – Ver
r ¼” – 20 UN
trest to a com
he vertical a
the tube
otrest plate 
uator cover a
result in con
trest plate a
at Base Cove

n Check 
ntire transfer
seat base, s
ot limited to)
es not get sn
p or rough, 
ry seat work 

 

eat & Sea
gh its entire 
not catch on
top (SEE:
ar Stop is pre
y with the da
d with respe

gear stop; lo
ap screw
ttained, and

izontal (S
trest™ come
ontal adjustm
e to the full 
. 
NC Hex Head
e way forwa
NC Hex Hea
tical (SEE
NC Hex Head
mfortable le
adjustment a
. 
assembly. 
and reinstall

ntact with the
nd reinstall;

ers (if applica

r seat base, 
should be do
) are: expose
nagged or ca
installation b
correctly. 

Fig

at Base ov
range of mo

n anything. 
 Figure 1
e-set so that
ash. 
ect to the da
osen the jam
, unthread 

d tighten the

SEE: Figur
es attached t
ment. 
forward pos

d Bolts .
rd until they

ad Bolts .
E: Figure 
d Bolts on th

evel for the c
angles  s

l on the mai
e Center Pla
 tighten the 
able) using 

wiring, facto
one to ensure
ed wiring an
aught throug
bolts are tigh

gure 1.6

ver all Ra
otion, verify

.5) 
t the OEM 

ash, you will 
m nut 
the screw 

e jam nut to 

re 1.6) 
to the seat

sition. 

y contact the
 
1.6) 
he vertical a
customer and
so the bottom

n frame. Ple
ate Assembly

¼” – 20 UN
instructions 

ory seat, and
e safe, troub
nd-or wiring 
gh entire ran
ht, all warnin

anges of M
ing that the 

e firewall. 

djustment b
d verify with
m of the ang

ease note tha
y. 
NC HHB .
that are inc

d anything e
ble-free oper
connections

nge of motio
ng lights are

Motion 
factory seat

bar . 
h the custom
gle hangs on

at improper

. 
luded with t

else concern
ration.  Som
s, factory sea
on, any expo
e OFF on the

Figu

Page

t travels free

mer. 
nly ½” below

installation 

he covers. 

 

ing or 
me suggested
at wiring 

osed edges o
e dash, and 

ure 1.5

e 8 
 

ely 

w 

of 

d 

or 
all 



September 2010  Page 9 
 

Additional Vehicle Tips 
 
Honda Mini Van: 

a.) The below items are the same for both the Honda VMI & Braun conversions. 
b.) Mounting the Honda factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 

i.)  Do not disassemble the Honda seat, sliders, pedestal and floor mounts. The B&D angle 
brackets are designed to be used with the floor mounting holes on the bottom of the 
pedestal. 

ii.) Use the supplied nuts and bolts from B&D Independence. 
iii.) Loosely install all 8 bolts holding the seat mounting brackets and OEM seat first; tighten all 

at the same time. 
c.) VMI has a harness extension available if necessary. 
d.) The passenger seat has a flip-up center tray; remove for passenger applications. Simply remove 

cover, un-bolt tray, re-install cover, trim cover as necessary, cover hole as desired. 
 
Chrysler Mini Van: 

Mounting the Chrysler factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 
i.) Keeping the ½” spacer block between the passenger manual pedestal and the top plate will 

allow the customer to retain the glove box under the seat. 
ii.) Re-use the nuts and bolts supplied with the factory seat. 
iii.) On manual seats, the pedestal cross-brace may need trimming in order to allow clearance  
 for the swivel gear.  

 
Toyota Mini Van 
 a.) The earlier IMS conversion and the Braun conversion of the Toyota mini vans are the same for 

 years 2004 through 2010. 
b.) Mounting the Toyota factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 
 i.) The vertical flange on the 2 rear seat mounting brackets need to be cut off flush with the 
  bottom of the bracket. 

  ii.) Re-use the nuts and bolts supplied with the factory seat. 
  iii.) If the customer wishes to sit higher in the full-down position, install spacer blocks on top of 

  the top plate assembly. 
 c.) 2011 Toyota Minivan’s require the new TCB-2 seat base models; there are a total of nine brackets 

 to attach to the seat. 
 
GM Mini Van: 
 a.) Mounting the GM factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 
  i.) Utilize the supplied series of spacer blocks and tubes on top of the transfer seat base to  

  achieve the correct, original height of the OEM seat. 
  ii.) Use the supplied nuts and bolts from B&D Independence. 
 b.) Some GM vehicles have the location of the “B” pillar harness extension plug-in directly in-line with 

 the transfer seat base horizontal travel. In this situation, the plug-in will need to be re-located or 
 re-positioned to be out of the way. 

 
Windstar/Freestar Mini Van:  
 Mounting the Ford factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 
  i.) Do not attempt to remove the manual pedestal. This is due to the OEM Seat Position  

  Sensor located on the slide tracks.  
  ii.) Re-use the nuts and bolts supplied with the factory seat. 
 
Bolt-In Transfer Seat Bases: Follow steps a through c before drilling. 
 a.) Check the underside of the vehicle floor at each corner of the slide rails, for wiring harness, fuel 

 lines, brake lines, frame members, A/C and heater hoses, as this is where the mounting holes will 
 be drilled. 

 b.) Apply temporary power and ground to the seat base. Run the seat base through its range of 
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 motion to verify the seat will clear all obstacles through the seat base’s range of motion. Note that 
 the seat may require its manual sliders be adjusted to their mid-range for the seat to clear the 
 vehicle side wall. 

 c.) It is recommended to have the customer get into the transfer seat base and verify that the driving 
 seat position is acceptable. 

 d.) Bolt-In Econoline: Transfer Seat Base can be positioned at an angle on the floor; adjust swivel  
 gear stop accordingly. 

 
Norcal and Tuscany Econoline:  
 a.) The Norcal and Tuscany seat bases will fit the 4,” 6,” and 9” dropped floor vehicles. 
 b.) Mounting the Econoline factory seat onto the transfer seat base: 
  i.) Remove the factory pedestal and bolt the seat directly to the transfer seat base. 
  ii.) Re-use the ½” nuts and bolts supplied with the factory seat. 
 
 
L51-L53 Instructions to Re-Engage Latch Release Mechanism 
 
Latch Release Mechanism Components:  
A. Mounting bracket for spring-loaded pull-pin 
B. Red rubber end cap 
C. Red safety tie 
D. Spring-loaded pull-pin 
E. Release handle & latching jaw assembly 
F. Orange instruction tag 
G. Tension spring  
H. Receiver ( part of the Main Frame ) 
I. Pivot bolt 
J. Latch bolt 
K. Actuator extension tube 
 

Assumed Starting Position to Re-Engage the 
Mechanism: 
1) Transfer seat base pushed all the way rearward 
in the slide rails 
2) Stainless steel extension tube dropped down 
and rotated to about a 45° angle 
3) Release handle lowered down 
4) Spring-loaded pull-pin not engaged into the 
release handle 
5) Transfer seat base in the full-down position 
(and point straight forward) 
6) Seat Base Covers can stay on. 
 
Re-Engage Procedure 
1) Re-establish power to the transfer seat base 
2) If possible, recline the factory seat all the way 
back to provide ample working space (not 
necessary on L53’s). 
3) Run the transfer seat base to its full-up position (if applicable) 
4) Thread the horizontal travel actuator by hand until it is all the way forward. 
5) By hand, unscrew the stainless steel extension tube of the actuator about 5”.  
6) Rotate the actuator tube so that the bolt head is located towards the right side of the seat base (both driver 
and passenger versions) and the bolt is oriented level with the ground; this is the orientation the bolt has to be or 
it will obstruct movement in the seat base. 
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7) From the center of the van, push the transfer seat base and factory seat forward in the slide rails until the rear 
two captive bearings (on the main frame) are within 2” of the rear of the slide rails. 
8) Visually check to make sure the extension tube and latch bolt are lined-up with the receiver. 
9) Push the transfer seat base forward in the slide rails until the latch bolt engages into the receiver. The latch 
bolt will automatically push upward on the front of the latching jaw assembly, and then push past the jaws and 
into the receiver. It may be necessary to reach in and lift up on the extension tube to get it to line-up with the 
receiver. See Figure 1.7 and 1.8 for further reference. 
10) When it appears that the latch bolt is seated completely rearward into the receiver, pull and hold on the ring 
on the spring-loaded pull-pin to retract its plunger. 
11) Lower the release handle to the full down position; release the pull ring; the plunger should automatically re-
engage into its corresponding hole on the release handle. 
12) Run the transfer seat base back and forth through its entire horizontal travel to ensure proper operations; the 
release handle should not try to re-open at any time. 
13) Install a new red plastic beaded security tie. 

 

 

Procedure to Re-Adjust Leg Bolts to Their Correct Tightness 
Your B&D Independence transfer seat base is pre-
adjusted at our factory. While unlikely, during the 
final check, you may find the outside and inside legs 
providing too much or too little resistance. Below are 
easy steps to re-calibrate the leg bolts for optimal 
effectiveness. 
a.)  Tools required: 2 Box-End 9/16” wrenches. 
b.) Run base to the full-up position. 
c.) Steps #4 through #8 are repeated for each of  

the six leg bolts (See Figure 1.9).  
d.) Loosen the locknut one full turn. 
e.) Loosen the bolt enough to see clearance  

between the bottom of the head of the bolt 
and the leg.  Tighten the bolt until snug (not 
tight.) 

f.) Loosen (back-off) the bolt 1/8 of a turn. The  
bolt is now adjusted to the correct tightness. 

g.) Prevent bolt head from rotating using 1 box-end 
wrench while tightening the locknut with the other box-end wrench. 

Figure 1.8 Figure 1.7 

Figure 1.9 


